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=I8 Or truvh of this - 
Sgt Hiſtory, Anſuing , 
NE OY bet des circum- 
| ianges Of place, 

erfgh, time, oc-- 
co fo Ig obſerved : : 
I referre my ſelf to the Rela». - 
tion of thoſe Godly men, who-. 
in ſeveral Languages have mas 
Aifeſted to the world the ſeyes- 
ral paſſages thereof :_ and als 
though I am not ignorant, : 
that at the firſt they were not 
onely not credited, but alf9 
diſcredited, and llandered , by 
ſuch as found them to. bee a 

— ms Blur 
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we Preface, 
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Blur to the Roman Profeſhon ; 
yet they loſt not their luſtre 
thereby , but being acquitted 
by.many Compurgators of ſe- 


yeral nations,and ſome of che 


Romijh Religion, being all of 

them ſpectators or iuis Trige- 

dy:it occalioned not only a fur- 

ther mantteſtation 8 cc nfirma- 

tion of the truth,but allo 2large 
and more frequent COLNE, 
to ſee'that which they bad for- 
merly only heard cf, This part= 
iy appeareth . out of the ſuc- 
ceeding Rory: bur more fully 
Out of an Apoiogie written by 
Pergerins Bi top of Fuſtineple, 
who was accuſed for cifperhing 
the fame or his Example 'to 
the ſtaia of Popery; in which 
Apologie to N. Rattan, ſuffra- 
San of Padnz , 1s ſhor ty and 
plainly declared ; * what was 
ſaid, what was done, and who 
| . were. 
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were-preſent, If that it be de- 
manded,. what moved mee to 
compile rhis Treatiſe :. Spira, 
tell them that ir ſhould teach 
e | fear and reverence, and indeed 
among all thoie that come to 
ſee him, few or none returns 
unſhaken, Yergerias in his firſt 
1- | Epiſtle faith : I would tain go 
e | {ce him again, but I exceed-. 
ingly te r and tremble : and 
. | in his Apology ſaith , it is ſuch 
- |a rare Evample, asI would 
willingly go to the furtheſt 
7 | parts of the world to hear or 
7 | fee the like, The Lady Fare 
to her Fathers Chaplain (that 
had /f{allen into... Sp/ra's: hnne) 
{faith : Remember the lamentae | 
ble eſtate 05.93r:4, 1 acknows 
ledge that there hath beentors - 
merly a book putbihed 1a our 
Morher 'tongue, COnceriing 
this Subjz&,but as jar 45 Lea 
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CA Preface, 


learn(ftor I could never yet ob 
tain any of them) it was no 
thing ſo large and various as 
this preſent treatiſe ,. and as 1 
have heard, a Tranſlation off: 
onely one of the Tractafes 
from whence I have gathered - 
this preſent Diſcourſe in parr.ſſ | 
, Concerning my care and fide-ſ. 
litie in this buſineſle, it 1s ſuch, 
as I may truely fay with- 
out changing of colour , that 
there is not one ſentence 
of all this Work attributed 
unto the perſon of Sprra ,, 
but it hath its Warrant , el» 
ther from the Epiſtles of Yer. 
gerius and Gribau'dys, Profels 
ors of the Law in| Padna , or 
from the diſcourles. of Henry 
Scringer 4. Scottiſh. mAnyg Sieiſ+ 
mund. Gelons. a Tranfilvanian, 
and Hart, Boeha a Divine of 
Bafil : neither have. I raken any. 
TE” > ns 
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other liberty then as a relation 
to weave the tore-faid Diſe 
courſes one within another \fo [ 
a5 thoſe wich under ſever 

Writers were betore counted 
ſeveral, are now by my in- 
deavours reduced 18to one 1ns 
tire Hiſtorie, connexed by 
due ſucceſſion of time and oc- 
caſton, as punctually as could 
vee aimed at by the circum 
h- ſtances noted in the Writings 
ary of thoſe-holy and learned men 
CC votore; named. 
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c Author AA + 
fo the | and of this Hiſtory, » 
Reader 


N One ſcattered partels of this Story lay 
1s ForaignÞPapers , which had'ſt not found a wal 


bad. $. been Obvious preys 
us 50 ColleBh, ha ever feen the dy, | 


eader, would'ft ſee bow fnning *g41n# the light; 

il quench, and leave thefoul in a ſail night 

f diſcoments. Come hither Reader then, tuoþ heve; © 
And learnlight-quenching ſins to ſear; 


eader, would'f ſee the Comfort-breathing Spivee 
Ko erievs, what curel:ſs grief #t doth demerit 2 
Come hither then, laok litres 


Here ſee a ſoul that's oll deſpair + A_man 
All Hell, a trig aff one wound ; who cart 
A wounded ſpirit bear # 


Reader, would ſee (what mayeft thaunever. feel j X 
Deſpairs» Racks, Tortmre s, whips of burning Feet 2 

| "Come b:ther then, look bere, : 
And learn light-quenching, fins to fear” 


Behold.” | 


Behold this man, this Furnate, in-whoſe heart 
$:n bath ereated Hells, Ob 1 in each payt 
& $5 What flames nppeny » 

Bis thouehts all tings words ſwords, bramftone his 
1 *-P?7s fpehs flames, wiſhes turſes, life a death + ( breath, 
4 thouſand Deaths live #2 him, be ngt dead « 
A breathing Coarſe, in ltying-ſcalding-Load x 
24 yet be lives our Monuments; to te! 

Hows black aye quenthc lights 

Duench't fozes ave double fright, 

Black agies are Aouble nights . 

"Fieaven taited, loft, a double Belt; © 


Z bot eall'd thee Reader, pray {s bee, 
Read this, that othirs read notthee, 


'Legas Hiſtorian 
' * Ne' has Hiftoria, 
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Xtraordinary Examples 
th, of Divine Juſtice, GOD: 
neyer intended for a 
nine dates wonder; elſe would: 
he, when he-exemplified Lo#'s. 
Wite, have turned her into a 
Statue of melting. Snow , not 
fof laſting Salt, which ſtood, 
as Foſephus tells us, Ul his age, 

- Jafter the Deſtruction of Ferg®! 
"Valem; and as ſome Travellers 
report,till at this day : #t qzod- 
dam hominibns preſtaret coudi- 
Jrentum , quo ſaplant unde illud 
cauveatur exemplum : Auguſt, ae 
(£70. Det, 1:6, 16. cap. 30, for 
{a ſeaſon againſt corruption, 4 
preſervative againſt Apoſtacys 

+ This Tragedy, when trefhrand 
- new , was the converſionand- 
confirmation of ſundry Wors 
| thies- 


cats, 


— — % -_ _—_ 
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thies Yergerins, a daily (pecta 
ror thereof, forſaking a ric 
Biſhoprick of F=ſt:nopolrs, anc 
tentsof Antichriſt, went toBaſi 


and died a worthy Proteſtant; 


many Nations had eye-wit- 


nefles :of their own Students 


then in theUniverſity of Padu 


who Penne the ſtory, the| 
 Copics whereof are frequent. 
ly revived ; our Eveliſh ones 
were very detective, and nov 
| worn out of ſhops and hands ; 


foundry Manuſcripts of rnis 
abroad, imperfe&;which mov- 
ed mee to compare this la- 
bour of a worthy Gencleman, 


(who faithfully tranſlated it 


out of 7talian,French,and Dutc, 
Letters) with the La:zme of 
Coli Secundus,Curio, Matthe 
#s Gribauldus profeſlors of the 
Civil Law in Pazua : Steif 
mona Grlows a Truwfilvanian 

| | Henri 
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Hearicus Scotus, all daily viit- 
tors of Spira, and finde it ac 
cord with them. Touchin 
ofifÞ Spira's perſon, I finde mo 
It] learned Writers do incline to 
ir the right and. hopeful handy 
ts] moved by his ſweet , humble 
7udl and charitable ſpeeches , ſome 
hel tew deſperate ones excepted ., 
ate] that fell from him in ſome lit - 
aey tle agontes which kept him 
2wh taſting and watching about fix 
s | months ſpace , eating nothing 
nig but what was forced down his 
»v-1 throat. The ſumm of Calvin's -.Y 
la-J and Borrhaxs their counſels*is, c*9 # 
nj that all learn to take heed of wit?  » 
ie backſliding, which Gods foul (1554 % 
1c abhors, and not to dally 'withrhspat- 
off Conſcience, and Hell on earth, "2 
veel if juſtly incenſed ; more to be 

hg fear-d than the Spaziſh Inqui= 
i/1ition , or all the Strapadoes 

and torments in the World - 

+" 8-# __ and 


- 


—— 
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and to: take heed-of Spira's 


principal errors - which - were 


to diſpute. with Satan over- 


buſily. in rime 'of: weakneſle, 
.eſpecially to reaſon, and con- 
{clude from preſent ſenſe, to 


Gods paſt Reprobation, and 


futureDamnation: both which 
Is hard, it poſſible, for any man 


to determine in his own, much. 


more1n others caſes : ſo com- 


4s able to eſtabliſh thee to the 


_ :end;: Ibid thee farewell, and 
:hope. well > while the ſpace 


of Grace laſteth': Dum ſpire 
ſpera; fo mayeſt .chou rake 
good andino hurt; by the read 
ig of this terrible Example, 
12 TY 62 
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RELATION 


of the fearful C- 


ſtate'of Francis . 


was but newly ri- 
ſen in: Exrope; 1 
the days of the raign of Zaward 
the Sixth of that name , King 
of ENGLANYF. ln the 
Tercitorie, .- and under *the 
| Juriſdiction of, the. City of 
Fenice, being the very border 


of 1taly, in the Town bf Citta- 
B:3 delay 


— 


aella, lived one Francis Spira, 
a Civil Lawyer, an Advocate 
_ of great rank and cſteem', be- 
ing of known learning , and 
eloquence,of great experience, 
of carriage circumſpect , and 
ſevere, his ſpeech grave and 
compoſed 53 his countenance 
ſharp and auſtere, every way 
befitting that authority, wher- 
unto he was advanced,endow- 
ed with outward bleſſings, of 
wife, and eleven children, and 
wealth in abundagce : what 
his worſt parts were, I have no 


other warrant than his own 


words , which (if not tainted 
overmuch with the bitterneſs 
of a deſperate mind, and bear- 
ng 2a countenance rather of 
Paſhon, than of ſober confeſſi, 
' on) may ſeem to add a period 
ro all further commendati- 
ONS, : | 


A relation of the fearful _— 
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= G eftate of Francis Spira, 


1was ( faith hee ) exceſſwue= 
Iy covetous of money., and ac+ 
cordingly 1 applyed my ſelf to 
get by mſjuſiice,. corrupting ju- 
ftice by deceit , inventing tricks 
to delude Fufiice -* good Cauſes 
T either defenaed deceitfully , or 


ſold them 10 the CAdverſary per* 


fideouſly : ih cauſes 1 maintained 
with all my might : I wilting- 
ly oppoſed the known truth , 
and the truſt committed unto 
mee, 1 either betrayed or per- 
verted, Thus baving worn 
out. forty four years, or 
thereabours, and the news. 
of the new , or rather newly 
revived Opinions of Luther, 
coming into thoſe parts , re-- 
preſented an objeQ of ——_ 
unto him z who being as deft 
rous to know, as hee was ia- 
mous for knowledge, ſuffered 
not theſe wandring opimonsTo 

B. 4 paſſe 


"of relation of the fearful 


p_ unexamined ; but ſearch- 
"n into the Scriptures, and in- | 
| a, all Books of Controverſie 
58 that he could get, both old and 
by new ; and finding more than 
Famie or Opinion, he began to F{« 
caſte their nature ſowell,as he 
entertains, loves, and ownes 
them at length; and with ſuch 
zeal;as hee became a profeſlor, 
yeaa teacher of them; firſt to 
his'Wite, Children, and Famt- 
Iyz and after to his Friends , Þ 
and familiar acquaintance, and Þ 
in compariſon, ſeem'd to neg- 
lect all other affairs ; inten 
Ing ever to preſle chis main þ 
point, that We muſt wholly, and 
» -onely depend on the free and un- 
 - Thaxgeable love of GoD inthe | 
death of Chriſt, as the onely ſure Vf 
way ts ſalvation : and this was 
the ſumm of all his diſcourſe : 
and this continued for the ſpace 
| of 


eftate of Francis S pira. * 


of fix years, .or thereabours ; 
even {o long as this fire could 


Fkeep it. ſelf within private. 


walls, bur at length it brake 
forth into publick. meetings , 
{ſo as the whole Province of 
Padua dawned by the Luſtre 
thereof. The Clergy undiogs, 
the. trade of ther Pardons tO. 
ecay, and their Purgatory to: 
vaxe cold , began to. beſtirre 


themſelves, olofing their acti-- 


as, firſt, with . calumnious 
aſperſions 'upon | the whole. 
profeſſion; then more plainly, 
triking at Spira with grieyous-" 


iccuſarions; And rocffet their-. 


purpoſe, ſome promiſe labour , 
otherrs tavour,lome advice; Or 
hers maintenance 5; all joyni 


o divide either his ſoul from 


his body,or both from Cn | 
Now was Fo3n Caſa, 


Popes Legare, re{1dent. at i | 


B 5 nice, 
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A Relation of the fearful 


aice , being by bixth a Floren- 
tine, and one that wanted nei- 
ther malice againſt thoſe of 
this way , nor craftinefſe to 
effect his malicious purpoſes: 
to him thefe men repair with 
out-cries againſt 'Spira , that 
hee was the man that condem- 
ned the received Rites of the. 
Church : deluded the Eccle- 
tiaſtical power , and ſcanda- 
Ifzed the polity thereof: one 
of no mean Rank : being a 
man of account andAuthority, 
and thereunto learned inthe 
Scriptures, elegant in ſpeech : { 
andin one word a dangerousf| p 
Enmheras + having alſo many || t: 

Diſciples, and cherefore not to 
be deſpiſed. fi 
| Ar this began the- Tegare tofſ n 
caſt his eyes on the terrible al-ſ e 
teration that lately had hap-f a 
ned in Germany; where, by the y 
____ niearsY 
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eftate of Francis Spira, _ 


— 


means of one only Lather, the: 


Romiſh Religion had ſuffered 
ſuch a blow, as that it could 
neither be cured by diſſimula- 
tion, nor defended by power : 
but the Clergy muſt- either 
mend their manners, or loſe 
their Dignities: on the other 
fide, when hee ſaw how pro- 


penſe the Common-people, . 


inhabiting 1a the bordering 


Countrey of 7taly , were to - 


entertain thoſe new opinions, 
hee now thought it no time to 


diſpute, or per{wade, but with 


- 


{peed repairs to the Sexate,and 
procures anthority from them - 


to ſend to Sprra. | 


Spira by this time had con= * 
ſidered with himſelf of the © 
nature of his courage, how : 


evident and notorious it was, . 


and therefore {abjed to be en- 


vied by ſuch, as neither liked 


his 


— 


* Vg F* _—_ 


4 Relation of the fearful 


. his perſon nor Religion ; hee 
perceived that his opinions 
weremeither retired, nor {pe- 
culative , butſuch as aimed at 
the overthrow of the Roww?ſh 
Faction, anda change of po- 
lity , wherein at the beſt, hee Þn 
could but expect a bloody vi- Þit 
cory; and. that his Enemies || VI 
wanted neither power nor oc- Þ/ 
caſion to call him to an account. [fc 
in publick : when hee muſt ei- If 
ther 4poſtatize, and ſhameful- Ja: 
ly give his former lite, yea his rc 
own conſcience the lye, or en- Jt 
dure the utmoſt malice of his [fe 

FX - deadly Enemies; or forſake J'e: 

FRF _ his Wite, Children, Friends , Nc 

'*1] Goods, Authority : yea, his £4 

dear Countrey z and betake I 

himſelftoa Forraign People, I 2* 

there to endure a thouſand | 7/ 

miſeries, that doe continually Þ| # 

walte upon a voluntary Exile, 

__,, Beiwg 
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(age;thy goodne (s,thy conſtancy ? 


eftate of Francis Spira. 


3cing thus diſtracted and roſ- 

:d inthe reſtlefle Waves of 

loubr, without guide to truſt: 

o, or haven to fly to for {uc- 

Ir; on theſudden, GODS i 
Spirit affiſting, he telr a calm, 'n 
ind began to diſcourſe with 

imſelf, in this manner : 

Why wandreft thou thus ip nncer= 
r11nties unhappy man ? caſt away: 
fear, put 08 by bield,uhe [oy ; 

atth, Whereis thy wonted-cou-- 


remember that Chriſts Glory lies 
at the ſtake : ſuffer thow without 
fear, be will defend theehe wil. 
tel thee what thou ſhalt anſwer, he 
can beat down all danzer , bring: 
thee ont of priſon, raiſe thee froms 
the aead;coſiderPeter 11 the dun- 
geon, the Martyrs in the fire; if 
thon makeſt a good confeſSion,thew: 
maiſt indeed go topriſon,or death, 
but an eternal reward in Heaven. 
ET rr Te Ee Toba. 7 Cmmalns 
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remains for thee: What baſt the ſt 


zn this world comparable to Eter\th 
nal life,to everlaſting happineſsIſu 
zf thos doeſt otherwiſe , think of go 
the ſcandal, (commen-people livd ge 


by example, thinking whateve 
& aone,is well done;) fear the ts 
of prace and joy, fear bell, death, 


th 


C0 
Ya 


_ and eternal wrath, or if thy fleſh ſh 


be ſoftreng , as to cauſe thee tg 
doubt of the iſſue, fly thy Country ; 
get thee away , thouzh never (0 
far, rather than. dexy the Lord of 
life. 

Now was Sp:ra 1n- reaſona- 
blequiet , being reſolved to 


yeild to theſe weighty reas- 


ſons : yet holding it wiſdome 
_ toexamine all things, hee con- 
_Jults alſo with fleſhand blood, 
-flius the Battel doth renew, 
and'.the Fleſh begins in-this 
manner : Be well adviſed, fond 
man, conſider Reaſons on both 
ZE; fiaes- 


ho 


etate of Francis Spira. 


ſides, and then ] ndee: how canit 


erlthou thus ever-weew thine own 


fs 


4 
I 


ZI. 


Ve 
o 


b, 


ſufficiency, as- thou. neither re- 
gardeſt the examples of thy Pro- 
genttors, vor the judgement of 
the whole Church : doeſt thon net 


confider, what miſery this thy: 
raſhneſs will bring thee unte*than 


- bl ſhalt loſe all thy ſubſtance, gotten 


ts 


_ » wy, ws WW 89 Xxvv 


with fo great care and travel: 
thou ſhalt undergoe the moſt 
exquiſite torments that malice i 
ſelf” can deviſe : thou ſhalt bee 
counted an Heretick of all , and 


to cloſe up all, thou: ſhalt dye 
ſhamefully. What thinkeft thou- 
4 of the Ioathſome ſiinking Dun- 
geop , thebleody Axe, the burs 
ning Fagot? are they delightfalt 
Bee wiſe at length, and keep thy: 


life and honor: thou mayeſt live 


ro do much good to good men, as 
God commanas thee : thou mayeſt 


be an Ornament tothy Countreys 


hon. 


4nd. 


A'rZlation of the fearful 


gr ont put caſe, the Countries loſe 


would: bee, oy; ſmall eſteem 'with 
thee: Wilt thou bring thy friends 
alſo into danger ? thou haſt be- 
gotten children, wilt thou now cut 


their throats,” pF tuhumaxely 


butcicr them, which may in time 
bring honour to their C ountrey , 

gloryto God, help and far: her 
ance to his Church? go tothe 
Lezate, weak man, freely confeſs 


thy fault, and. help all theſe 


wiferies, Thus did the cares. 
of this world, and the deceit- 
- fulneſs of riches, choak the 


good Seed that was formerly 
Sowne : ſo as fearing ' hee 
faints,, and yeilds ufto the al- 
turements of this preſent 


-world,and being thus blinded, 
| he goes to the. Zegat at Pence, 


and ſalures him with this. 


ae WS. 
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Years. 
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_ eFate of Francis Spira. 


years ears entertained an 6pinion cons 
cermng ſome Articles of Faith , 

contrary to the Orthodox, 4nd 
received Fudgement of the 
Church, and uttered many things 


PF cainſt the Amthortty of the 


Charck of Rome, and the 
univerſal Biſhop : I humbly Ace 
knowledge my fault and Errour » 
and my folly in miſ-leadin 


thers : 1 therefore yeuld my ſelfin 
all obedzence to the Supream Bi= 
op,tnto the beſom of the Charch 
of Rome; ever $0 depart again 
rom the T Gy and Decrees 
of the holy Ste : 1 am heartily 


Worry for what is _ and 1 hum: 


bly beg pardon forſo great an of: 
ence, 

The Legate perceiving Siva 
to faint, hee purſues him to 


Ithe utmoſt ; hee cauſes a re- 


citation of all his errors to bee 


drawn In. writing, together | 


with 
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with the Confeſſion annexeqh 
to 1t, and commands Spira tc 

ſubſcribe his name theretoK; 
which accordingly hee did jr 
then the Tegare commandy 
him to return to his owls: 


Town - and there to declardC 


this confeſſion of his, and tqy 
acknowledge the whole DoJq 
Qrine of the Church of . Roma; 
to bee: holy, and true, and tqy 
abjure the Opinions of Lytherjc 
and. other ſuch Teachers, aJy 
falſe, and Heretical; Man 
knows the beginning of ſinne jt 
but who bounds the iſſues there); 
of  Spira having -once loſt 
footing, goes down amain 


| hee cannot ſtay -nor gain-ſa 


the Zegate:- but promilſeth tc 
accompliſh his whole will,and 


timſelf for his Juurney : and 
being onward in the way , hq; 
| think: 


n 
U 
x 
pleaſure : hee ſoon addreflett ; 
f 
; 
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XEFhinks himſelf of the large 
4 (poils hee had brought away , 
eloFrom the Confiit with the 
1d J eeate - what glorious teſtt- 
nufmony hee had given of his 
>Wikereat Faith, and conſtancy in 
larqChriſt's cauſe, and to bee 
i tdpjain, how impiouflly hee had 
20]denied Chriſt ang, his Goſpel 
"mar Venice « and what hee pro- 
 lAmiſed to do further in his own 
er Countrey : and thus partly 
aAwith fear, and partly wich 
fenſhame, being confounded. He 
7 itnought hee heard a voice 
r7e\{peaking unto himin this man= 
Ott ner : | , 
ni Spira, What de## thoy here ?* 


aff hither goeſt thou? haſt thou,” 


1d unhappy man, given thine hand 
nd writing to the Legate at Venice? 
Ul Jer ſee thou doeft not ſeal it in 
nd thy owns Countrey. Doeſt thou 
N indeed think Eternal life ſo 


mean, 


; 0 IK i | 
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mean , 4s that thin preferreſiſtn. 
this preſent life before it * doeſiſles 
thiu well in preferring Wife andfſto: 
Chilaren before Chriſt? s thel 
windy applauſe of the people, bet de 
APES = J — God x 
and the, poſſeſiion of this Worldsn« 
goed more dear to. thee , than thell vi 
ſalvation of thine own ſoul *Þ at 
' & the ſmall uſe of a moment of 
time mare deſirable, than eternal. 
wrath s dreadful ? Think with 
thy ſelf, what Chriſt endured {* 
thyſake'? is it not-equaſl, thou 
ſhonldeX ſuffer ſomewhat for 
him.s. Remember, man, that the 
ſafferines of this preſent life, are 
not comparable te the glory that 
ſhall be revealed + If thou jaffer- 

. eſt with him , thou ſhalt alſs 
reiga with him : thou cant not 
anſwer. for what thou haſt. already}. 
done 5. nevertbeleſſe, the gate of 
mercy 6 01 qaite ſhat be Ing \ 
| that. 


p—_— ——_— 
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YE 


" eftare if Francis Spira, | 


Mi} at thou heapeſt not fin upon (i a, 


eſt leaſt tho repent when 11 wit bee 
naſtoo late, 


hell 
te derneſſe of doubt , 
[ing which way ro turn him: E 
nor what to do : yet beingarti- 


Now 'was Sprra in a Wil- 
not know - 


ved in his own Countrey,” and 
amongſt his - Friends, with 
ſhame enough he relates what 
he had done, and what he had 


further promiſed to do; and. 


how the terror of.-God on the 
one fide, and the terror'of this 
world on the other 1ſtde, did 
continually rack him; and 


therefore he deſired of them 


advice in this ſo doubtful a 
caſe : His friends upon ſmall 
deliberation anſwered: that ir 
was requiſite hee ſhould, take 


heed 'that hee'Uid not in any 


wiſe betray his wife and chil- 


\Cren, and all bis friends into 
« ; danger 2. 


- _—_ _- 8 
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danger,ſceing that by fo ſmal 
a matter as the reciting of 
little Schedule, which migh 


bee done in lefſe ſpace that 


half an hour, he myght both 
free himſelf trom pre ſent dan- 
buys and preſerve many that 

epend upon him : adding 
moreover, that hee could get 


' 10 credit in rtelenting from 


that which hee had already. in 
greateſt part .performed . be- 
fore the Legate at Venice, and 
that in the perfect accomplith- 
ing thereof, little or no diſcre- 
dit could ariſe more than 


what by the former. ation al- 


ready hee, had ſuſtained : on 


theother fide, if hee did nor 
perform his-promiſe made to 


the Zegate, hee could neither 


diſcharge 'himſelfe .. of ---the 
ſhame, which hee had already 
Seu fred; gor' avoid . faxte 


- more 


a ME 
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more heavy and inſupportable 
4 injuries, then probably hee 
bd ſhould have endured, if ke had 
ary. perſiſted obſtinately in his for- 
ch} mer Opinions. 
n-4 This was the laſt blow of 
at] the Battel- and Sprra ntcerly 
ng] overcome, goes to the Pretor , 
ef] and proffers to perform his 
m[ promiſe made unto'the Legare. 
in} who in the mean time, had 
e-j taken order to have all things 
1d] ready,and had ſent the inſtru- 
h-| ment of abjuration ſigned by 
ef Spira, to the Pretor, by the 
nf bands ofa certain Prieſt, Al 
| that night the miſerable man 
nf} wore out ' with reſtleſs cares, 
or withour any minute of reſt, the 
-0] next morning being come,- he 
er] gets up, and being ready, he 
Ie deſperately enters into the 
y | publick-Congregation, where 
E Mane baig "aniſbed , in the 
| pre- 
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venant of thy obeatence,thon jb 


preſence of Priends and Ene- 


mlies, and of. the whole Aſſem- 
bly ;, being by eſtimation near 
two thouſand people; yea, and 
of Heavyen it ſelf, hee recites 


'That infamous abjuration:word 


for word, - as it Was Writ- 
ten: Ir being done, hee was 
fined at thirty pieces of Gold , 


- which hee preſently paid, five 
. whereof were given to the | 


Prieſt that brought the abju- 
ration - the other twenty five 
were imployed towards the 
making of 'a S77y»e to put the 
Encharizt in z then was he ſent 
home , reſtored to his Digni- 
ties, goods,wite, and children 
Noſooner was hee departed, 
but he thought he hearda dire» 
{ful voice ſaying to him : Thou 


wicked wretch. thou haſt denied 


mnecthou haſt renounced the Co- 


V6 


Ma GQ, Oh, hy, 
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Sous a 


A A © _ —- ey jaw a + op ( a= © wy 


————— rw PRo—_ 


» if, ie ooo 


eſtate of Francis Spira, 


_———O——— OOO} DOSS: <I_oo—_———— OOO 


| broken thy vow , hence Apoſtate, 
bear with thee the ſentence of thy 
Il N rrernal damnation : He tremb- 
d ling and quaking in body and 
S | minde, fell down in a {wound x 
d | relief was at hand for the*bo- 
- | dy, but from that time for- 
S | wardzhe never found any peace 
» | or eaſe of minde; but continy- 
© | ing in uncefſent torments, he 
© | profeſſed that he was captived 
under the revenging hand of 
© | the great God : that hee heard- 
© | continually that fearful Sen- 
© || tence of Chriſt that juſt Judges 
C |] that hee knew hee was utterly 
© | undone; that hee-could neither 
hope for grace, nor Chriſts in- 


wo 


» | terceſiion with God the Father 
® | in his behalf: thus was his fanlr 
4 | ever heavy on his, heart, and 
a | ever his Jucgement before his 
- | Eyes. : 
þ Now began his Friends 
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{ome of them, to repent roo 


the Judgement ot God,laid all 


the blame upon his melancho- 


Iick .conſticution; that over- 
ſhadowing his judgement 
wrought in him a kind of mad- 


neſs : every one cenſured as 
| his fancy lead him, yet for re- 


medy all agreed in this : to uſe 
both the wholſome helpe of 


Phy ſitians , and the pious ad- 


vice of Divines, and therefore 
thought it meet to convey him 
to Padua, an Univerſity of 


note, where plenty of all man- 


ner of means was to bee had - 
this they accordingly did , 
both with his Wife, Children, 
and whole Family : others alſo 


of his Friends, accompanying 
him and being arrived at the 


9 


houſe of one Fames Ardin, 10 
| Saint 


*%4 
o ©, 
** 
# - 
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ow 


= Saint LeonardsPariſh, they ſent 
| [for three Phyfitians of moſt 
1zÞÞote , who upon due obſerya- 
uſtion of the eftes,and of other 
»- [Symptoms of is diſeaſe, and 
r ſome private conference one 
, [with another , amongſt them- 
% ſelyes, returned their Verdict 
s [in this manner, viz, That they 
- could not diſcern that his bo- 
e|dy was afflicted wich any dan- 
F ger or diſtemper Originally 
.qtrom it ſelf , by reafonof the 
e [OVer- ruling of any humourz 
1[þut that this malady of his 
f did ariſe from ſome grief , or 
.paſſion- of his minde , which 


*[beins over- burthened, did fo 


|opprels the ſpirits,asthey wan- 
, ting free paſſage, ſtirred up 
51 many ill humours , whereof 
gþ bc body of man is "full : and 

oj theſe alcenffing up into the 
1 (brain, , cronbled che fancy: 


/ C 2 ſhadow 
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— 


| ſoul, cat down with ſexſe of ſin 


—_ = = A wr—_— VS, 
4 


| ſhadowed the ſeat of theJudg: lie 
ment and fo corrupted jt : this de 
was the ſtare of his di ſeale,an the 
that outward part that was viſſyi 
{ible to the eye of nature; thifit 
they endeavoured to retormf(ci;: 
by purgation , either to con-oy 
fume, or at leaſt ro divert theo 
courſe of thoſe humours tro het 
the brain; but all their sk1ill etpa; 
fected nothing which Spir, A 
oting, ſaid : ache” las poor men hen, 


- how farre wide are you ? do yeteo 


think that this diſeaſe 15 ts be caſhe 
rea by potions © belicve meztherfor 
.nmuſt be another manyer of mediFur 


.cipe, it & neither plaiſfiers , amor 


drugs , that can help a faintinget 


aud the wrath of Ged, tis onelyþ | 
Chriſt that muft bee the PL fir he 
an, and the Geſpcl the ſoul Ample 
tidute. [tic 
_ {The Phylitians eaſily bepa 
aAeY 6 
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2 lieved him, after they had un. 
1$dcrſtood the whole truth of 


dthe matter, and therefore they 
Hwiſhed tim to ſeek ſome (ſpt- 
Yritaal comfort, By this time 
Wie fame of this man was fpred 
NJoyer all Padza, and the neigh- 


1Fbour Country - partlytor that 


hee was a man of Eſteem: 
14partly becauſe as the Diſeaſe, 


r4ſ0 the occaſion was eſpecially: 


z $emarkable: for this was nor 
cone in. a corner : {o as daily 
#Fhere came. multitades of all 
1Aorts to ſee him; ſome out of 
:urioſity onely to ſee and difſ- 
'Mcourſe ; ſome out of a pious 
Aelire to try all means thar 
2 night recuce him to comfort 
:[&Þgain; or-at leaſt to benefit 


/AFhemſelves, by ſuch a ſpeta-- 


*Fle. of miſery , and of the ju- 
tice of God, Amongit theſe 
eWaulus Yergerinus Biſhop of 


6 C 3 Fuſtt- 
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Fnitinepelis, and Matthens Gri 
banidue, deſerve eſpecially tc 
be named, as the moſt princt- 
pal labonrers for this mans 
comfort, They finde him now 
abour fifty years of Age , net- 
ther affected with the dotage 
of old age; nor with the un- 
conſtant head-ftrong paſſion of 
youth, but in the ſtrength of 
his experience and judgement: 
ina burning heat , calling ex- 
ceſsively for drink : 


*of apprehen witty S. dif- 
courſe above his ordinary 
manner”, and judicioufly op- 
polite : " his Friends laboured 


him by all fair means to receive 


ſome nouriſhment, which hee 
_ obſtinately gain- ſaying , they] 


forcibly infuled ſome liquid 
ſuſtenance into his mouth, 


moſt of which hee ſpit out af 


Jain: 


yer his #/ 
nnderſtandin - ih ative, quick: 
10n, 
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7;4 gain exceedingly chafing , and 
rol 11 this fretting mood of his, 
j.1 faid; As it is true that all things Sura) 
ns|.ork for the bet to thiſe tht * | 
wo love God , ſo to the wicked, all 
j.| are contrary:fcr whereas a plen- 
oe tiful off-ſpring is the bleſſing 
n-| of Ged, and his reward, being a 
off ſtay to the weak eſtate of their a- 
ofl ecdParextsto me they are acauſe 
t:| of bitterneſs andwexation: they 
x. do ſtrive to make me tire out this 
ig] 2piſery,, 1 would - fain be at an 
lkj.eud , 1 deſerve not this dealing 
{.] at thety hands : O! that 1 were 
-yl gone from hence, that ſome 
11 body would let out this weary 
d ſoul. | 

el His friends ſaluted him,and 
a aSked him, what he conceived 
yl fo be the cauſe of his diſeaſe : 
a] forth-with he brake out into a 
lamentable diſcourſe of the 
14 paflages formerly related, and 
F C4 that 
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that with ſuch paſhonate Elo- 
curion, that he cauſed many to 
weep, and moſt to tremble, 
They contrarily, to. comfort 
him , propounded many of 
Gods promiſes recorded in the 
Scriptures, and many Exam- 
ples of Gods mercy: VWy [3n 
(ſaid he)zs greater than the mer- 
. Cy of God, Nay, anſwered they, 
the mercy of God is above all 
{in; God would have all men 
to be ſaved: 1t & trne ( quoth 
hce) hee would have all that hee 
hath Eleded to bee ſaved; hee 
would not have damacd Repro- 
bates to bee ſaved; 1 am one of 
that number, 1 know #t, forl 
willingly, and againſt my know- 
ledge denied Chriſt , and 1 feel 
that he hardens,and will not ſuf- 
er me to hope. 

Atter fome filence, one ask- 
ed him whether hee did not 
believe 


De eto 
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believe that Doctrine ro bee 
: true, for which hee was accu- 


t ſed before the Legate ? he an-' 


f{wered; I did believe it, when 1 


Cain,or Judas. who caſting away 


and my friends ds me great wroxg 
that they ſuffer me not 10 go'tp the 


deſerve. 
f | Here they began ſharply = 
{ rebuke him ; requiring and 


charging him, that in any wife 


7 he did not violate the mercy of 
- [God; to which he anſ{wered :: 
' The mercy of God is exceed-: 


{ing large, and-extends to all: 


theElect:but not to me,or any” 
like to me, . who are ſealed up 
off. £9 


e [denyed it » but now 1 neither be « 
- [lteve that , nor the Dodtrine of 
z [the Roman Churchy1 believe no» 
- [thing, 1 have n0 faith, 20 truſt y 
, [10 hope; 1 arms a Reprobate like. 


[ | 
1 all hope of mwercy,fell 1 into aeſpairs | 
1 
- 
p 


place of unbelievers, 4s 1 Juftly 5 
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*0 wrath:I te] youl deſerve it, 
© my own conſcience condemns 
© me; what needeth any other 
*Judge? Chriſt came(ſaid they) 
to take away ſin,& calling for a 
book, they read unto him the 
Paſſton of Chriſt's and com- 


i 
: i 
'| 
(2 
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Spira ſaid : © This indeed 1s 
© comfortable to {uch as are E- 
© lected, but as for me wretch, 


forment,becauſe I contemned 
* them. Thus roaring for grief, 
and tofling himſelte up and 
down upon the bed as hee lay, 
ne entreated them to read no 
more : As Gri4auldius was Com- 
ing to ſee him, Yergerizs ſaid 
to Spira : Dear Sir, here 1s 


faithful friend of yours, come 
toſeeyou: $5 Hee is welcome 


© me 


WR W— 


Ing to his nailing to the Croſs, 


"they re nothing but grief and 


Doctor Gribaulaus,2 godly and 


* {aid he) But hee ſhall find 


a © 
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© me ill: Gribauldus replyed, 

Sir, this is but an illaſfton of 
the Devil, who doth what hee 
canto vex you, but turn you 
to God with your whole 
heart , and he is ready to ſhew 
you mercy z the: Lord you 
know tis full of mercy 3 it is 
he that hath ſatd, that as ofzen 
as a ſinner repents of his ſin, hc 
will remember his ſins n0 more. 
Conſficer this in the Example 
of Peter that was Chriſts fami- 
liar ,.and an Apoſtles and yet 
dented him thrice with an: 
Oath, and.yet God was mer- 
ciful - unro* him :; Conſider 
tne thief that ſpent his whole” 
life in wickedneſs, andifor all: 
that, did not God graciouſly 
refpec&t him jn the laſt minace” 
of his life 2. Is the Lords hand' 
now ſhortned,, 'thar it Cannot. 
ſave? to this Spira anfwered ; 


ir 


——Y — _— 6 -— 


”y o 


| 32. 1 Relation of the fearful 


WA If Peter grieved and repented;it 
jen was becauſe Chriſt beheld him 
with a merciful eye, and in that 
he was pardoned, it was not be- 
cauſe hee wept ; but becauſe God 
was gracious to himz but God re- 
ſpeits not meand therefore 1 am 
a Reprobate , 1 feel no comfort 
can enter into my heart , there's 
place there but onely for torments hi: 
and vexings of Spirit : 1 tell you hit. 
my caſe is properly mine own: her 
70 man ever wasin the likeplieht, te 
and therefore my efate 1s fear- fd 
M..: | for 

Thenroaring out in the bir-= Þ 
terneſs of his. Spirit, ſaid: 17's | * 
a fearful thing to fall into the 
hands of the [1ving God : the vi- ho 
olence of his paſſion, and ati» ſþsl 
QN {uitable,did amaze many of [hi 
the beholders; inſomuch as fv! 
iome of them ſaid with a 
whiſpering voice, that he was 
poſſeſſed 
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oſleſled : hee. over-hearing it, 
(id : Do you: doubs it ? I have a 

phole Legion of Devils that take 

yp their dwellings within me,and 
uſſefS me as their own : and juſt- 

y teo , for 1 have denied Chriſt. 

/hether did you that willing- 

y or not ? (ſaid they, ) That's 

mthing to the purpoſe (laid Spi- 

a: ) Chriſt faith, Whoſoever de- Mat, 10, 

tes mee before men , him will 155 

deny before my Father which t in 
eaven: Chriſt will not be deni- 

d, nond in word; and theres 

fore it is enough, thongh in heart 
never denied bim, 

They obſerving his diſtem- 
per to ariſe from the ſenfe and 
horror .of the pains of Hell, 
aSked him _— he thought 
there were worſe pains than” 

hat hee endured for the pre-' 
ſent ; hee ſaid, that he knew * 
there were far worſe pains than 

unbohloc ooh wp 'hoſe 
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b” thoſe that hee then {1 affered: 
© for the wicked ſhall riſe t 


© their judgment, bur they ſha 


©not ſtand in judgment : this 
<tremble to thinke of: yet d 
*1 deſire. nothing more tha 


© char 1 might come. to that 


place where I may be ſuret 
« feel the worit;and to be freed 


© from fear of worſe ro come. 


I but you are to conſider(faid 
ane) that thole opinions for 
which you were acculed before 
the Legate,were 1Mplous ; and 
therefore you are nor to think 
you dented Chrift, but rather 
that you confeſſed him , ac- 
knowledgins the infallible 


. truth of theCarbolickChurch, 


Truly(ſaid he)whenT did de: 
©ny thoſe.opinions, I did think 
* them to be true,and yet [ aid 

* deny them, 
Go to (aid others; ) row 
then 


a 
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| then beltevethar they are true, 


© Now I cannot({aid he; ) God 
*will nor {ſuffer me to believe 
*chem,nor truſt in his mercy ; 
«what would you have me do? 
fl would fain attain to this 


* power, but cannot, though I. 
A © thould preſently be burnt for 


ir, But why do you, fatd the 0- 
ther, eſteem this fo grievous a 
fn, when as the learned Legate 
conſtrained you tolt, which he 
ſurely would not have done , 
if your former Opinions had 


not been crrontous : no, good 


Frazcs, the Devil belets thees 
let not therefore the grievou(- 
neſle of thy ſinne, ( it any ſuch 
be\amaze thee, *You ſay right 
"F replyed he; ) the dev bath 


* poſleſt mezand God hath lefr 


©me to his power; for I finde, 
e | canneither believe theGol- 


« pe], nor truſt in Gods mercy , 


4 
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ble decree, hath bonnd me over 
ih zo perpetual puniſhment, without 
"IF any hope of pardon. It & true,that 


L Rom.g.11. 


1n. the former part of my life 1 
hbawe committcd, then did not ſo 


Repentance.z, aud now brings all 
my fins to remembrance;and thus 
| guilty of one;guilty of all, And 
{ etherefore it 1s no matter whether 


my. fins be great or ſmall, few or 


i} 
/ Fam. 2.13 


q 
ji blood, nor  Goas mercy belongs 
p1n,90.18 70 ee% Cod will have mercy on 
| mwhombhe will have mercy; and: 
Nd oo whon 


4 
b 
; 
; 
? 
[1 
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A 


1 have ſinned againſt the Holy 
Ghoſt ; and God by his immuta-- 


thegreatnefs of fin, or the multi- 
Rom.4. tnde of them, cannot binde Gods 
Mercy -. all thoſe many ſins that- 


much trouble me, for 1 truſted 
thatGod would not lay them to my. 
charge: But now having. (inn. 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt , God hath 
taken away from me all power of. 


many; they are ſuch , as Chriſts- 


——— 
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4. 


rhozs he will he haraneth; this is 
it that enaws my heart, he hath 


hardned mes and 1 finde that he 


daily maye and more doth hixden 


me, and therefore I am cat of 
hape, 1 feel it, and therefore” 


cannot but deſpair : Tell you , 
there was never ſuch a monſter «5 
Iam; never was at) man alive 
a ſpeetacle of ſo exceeding miſery, 
I know that Fuſtification is to be 
expected by Chriſt, and 1 denied 


ard abjured it,to the end 1 might 


keep this frail life from adver- 


| firy , and my children from po« 


wverty; and now behold how bit- 
ter this life is 10 mee, and God 
onely knows , what ſhall become 
of this my family; but ſurely no 
goods like to betide it, but ra- 
ther daily worſe and worſe; and 
ſuch araine at the length,as that 
one ſtone ſhall not be left on ano- 


ther. 
But 
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But why ſhould you (ſaid Gr:- 
bauldizs ) conceit ſo deeply of 
your fin,ſeeing you cannot bur 
know, tnat many have denyed 


Chriſt, yet never fell into de-| 


ſpair? 

Well ({ai&hee) T1 can ſee no 
ground of comfort for ſuch, ne- 
ther can I warrant them from 
Gods revenging hand inwrath , 
thoughit pleaſeth God to ſuffer 
fach.to be in-peace: and beſides, 
there will a time of danger 
come , and then they ſhall be tho- 
rowly tryed : and if it were not 
fo., yet. God is juſt is making me 
an example to others; & 1cannat 
juſtly complain:there is no puniſh- 
ment ſo great,but1 have deſerved 
2t,for this ſs hainons offence:1 aſ- 
ſure you tt 15 no [mal matter to de” 
ny Chriſt, yet it 1s more ordina- 
ry than commonly wen ao con- 
cerue of : 1t is not a denyal made 


before 
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| before a Magiſtratezas it with 


wee: for as often as a Chriſtian 
doth diſſemble the knows truth : 
as oftew as he approves of falſe 
Worſhip , by preſesting himſelſ 
ar it, fo often as hee doth 
not things worthy of his Calling , 


| or ſuch things as are unworthy 


of his Calling, ſs often hee de- 
ies Chriſt : Thus did 1, and 
therefore am juſtly puniſhed for 

t, | 
Your eſtate (qd.Gribauladus) 
is not ſo ſtrangeas,you make it, 
Fob was fo farre gone,that hee 
complainedGod had ſet him as 
a mark againſt him: and David 
that was a man afterGods own 
heart, complained often that 
God had forſaken t1m,and was 
become his enemy - yet both 
received comfort again : com- 
fort your ſelf theretore , God 
will come at length, — 
5 he 


oo © B 
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nee row ſeem farre off, 

O Brother (an{wered Sprra) 
Thel:cveall this , the Devils be- 
llewve and trembl?; but David 
was ever elefted and. dearly bee 
lowed of God , and theugh hee 
fell,yet God took not ntterly away 
his holy Spirit ; and therefore 
w4s heara when he prayed, Lord 
cake got thy holy Spirit from 
me * But 1 am in another caſe , 
bog ever accurſed from the pre- 


ſence of God , neither can I pray 


as he did , becauſe hs holy Spirit 
is quite gone, and cannot be re- 
called's and therefore I know 1 
ſhall live tn- continual haraneſſe 


ſo lone a live : 0 that 1 might 


feel but the leaſt ſenſe of the love 
of God to me, though but fer ene 
[mall moment , as 1 now feel his 
heavy wrath that barns like the 
torments of hell within mee, and 
aſfuets my canſcience with panes 

unntter- 
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unttterable : werily aefperation is 


hell it ſelf. 


Hcre G1ibauldus ſaid, 1 do 
verily bciieve, S474, that Goc. 
having ſo ſeverely chaſtiſed 
you in this life, correcteth you 
in mercy here, that hee may 


ſpare you bereafter, and that 


he hath mercy- ſealed up tor 
you in time to come, 

Nay { faid Spira) hence dot 
know that 1am a reprobate , bc- 
cauſe be afflulfeth me with hazd- 
neſs of heart : O that my boaie 
had ſuffered all my lif leze , ſo 
that he wogld be pleaſed to releaſe 
2:9 ſoul, and eaſe my Conſcience z 
tb burthencd Conſciente. 

Grivauldis Deing defirous to 
eaſe his minde from the conti- 
nual meditation of his fin x 
25 alſo to ſound. how for the 
pic{ent he ſtood affeted tothe 
Rowiſh Church ; asked him 

mi 


ad 
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what he thought became of rhe 
ſouls of men fo ſoon as they 
departed out of the body ; to 
which he anſwered, _ 
Although this bee z0t ſoful- 


werily believe that the ſouls ef 
theElett gopreſently to the King- 
dome of glery; and not that they 
ſteep with the boay, as ſome dot- 
marines | 

Very wel}, ſaid one of the 
Spectators, why do the Scrip- 
tures then ſay,that God brings 


ſeeing it cannot bee meant of 
the cftate of the Soul after 
. death , which as thou ſaycſt, 
.Elthergoeth to heavenwithout 
Change, or to hell without re- 
demption z it muſt bee under- 
{tood of the eſtate of the ſoul 
in this life : Iike that wherein 
thou art at this preſent --and 

: | often- 


ly revealed in Scriptme ; yet 1 


$ 154.2.9* down to hell, and raiſeth up; 


wah ga ww 
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ws. 


oftentimes wee lee that God 
ſuffers men to fall into the 
jaws of deſpair, and yet raiſeth 
chem up again -and therefore 
deſpair nor, but hope ; it ſhall 


be even thus with theein his 


g00d LMe. | 
This is the work (quoth Spi- 
ra) this the labor: for 1 tell you 
when 1 at Venice 4id firſt abjure 
my profeſſion, and ſo, as it were, 
drew an Inaenture , the Spirit of 
God often sdamoniſhed me : and 
when at Cittadella, 1 47d, as it 


| were, ſet tomy ſeal : the Spirit of 


God often ſuggeſted to me, do not 
write Spira, do not ſeal: yet 1 
reſiſted the Holy Ghoſt , and did 
both ; and at that wery preſent 1 
aid evidently feel a wound in- 
fitted in my very will, foals 
though 1 can ſay, would believe, 
get can 1 not ſay, 1mill believe. 
Goa hath denyed me the power of 


will 
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will : and it befalls mee #3 this 
my miſerable eſtate , as with one” 
that ti faſt in Irons, and but" 
friends coming to ſee "lim, {1 
pitty bis eſtate, and do perſwade { 
him to ſhake off his fetters , and|© 
70 come out of his bonds, which la 
God k;ows hee would fain do,” 
but cannot : this w gy very eaſe z| © 
J0u perſwaze me tobelieve : how 
fatn would I do it , but cannot «| © 
0 20w-1 cannot. Then violent- 
ly graſping his hands toges- 
ther , and raiſing himielt up: 
Behold {ſaid hee) 1 am ſtrove, | © 
yet by little and little 7 decay,and} * 
conſume, and my ſervants would 
Jain preſerve this weary LE: 
but at length the will of Goa muſt] 1 
be done , and 1 ſhall periſh miſc-| * 
P[4.31.11fably asT deſerve : Rejoyce yeel * 
#ighieeus 1z the Lord : bliſſed are 
you whoſe hearts the Lord bath 
rioliified, | : 
Then 


% 2. aw 


 effate ye Francis Spira, 


Tren atter {ſome pauſe; It is 


wonderful, 1 earnefily deſire to 


pray to God with my heart, yet 1 


cannot, 1 ſee my damnation, and 
7 know my remedy i ontly in 
Ghriſt, yet 1 cannot ſet my ſelf to 
lay hold 6a it , ſuch ave the pu- 
riſhments of the damned : they 
confeſs, what I confeſs , they re- 
pent of their loſſe of Heaven they 
envy the Elett, yet thur repen- 
tance doth them n6 good, for they 
caunot mend their wates, 

As he was thus ſpeaking, he 
obſerved diverſe fliesthat came 
about him , and fome lighred 
on him : Behold (aid hee >) now 


alſs* Beelzebab somes to his bans $ Sionifies 
) 
)\ 


| 
i 


quet, you ſhall ſhortly ſ ee my end, 


_ n me an example t0 many y 


of the Fuſitce and Fu ag ement of 


G O D, 
About this time came in 
two Biſhops, with diverſe 
D Scitoliars 


rhe God 
of Flics, 
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Schollers. of the Univerſity, 
one of them being Paulus Yer- 
gerizs , having oblerved Sprra 
more than any other, being 


continually converſant with 


him: told him his eſtate was 


{uch,as rather ſtood in need of 


prayer than advice : and there- 
fore deſired him to pray with 
him in the Lords Prayer; Spira 


conſented, and he began, 


. | Onr Father which art tn Hea- 
ven,] then breaking forth into 


_ rears he ſtppped; but they {a1d, 
It is well, your grict is a good 


Hens; 1 bewail (ſaid hee) my 


<- 


miſery, for 1 perceive 1 am fore 
\ faken of God, and caunit call to 
' - "him from my heart as 1 was wont 


30 ao; yet let us go on ſaid Yer 
gertus, 

Thy Kingdom come : | O Lord 
(* ſaid Sprra) bring me alſo into 
£ this Kingdom: I beleech thee 


ſhuc 
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© ſhur me not out, Then com» | 


ing to thoſe words, | Give us 
this day our daily bread: | he ad« 
ded:*O Lord I have enough & 
<©bundance to feed this carkaſs 
© of mine : but there 1s another 
© bread I humbly beg,the bread 
© of thy grace:without which, 
©know I am but a dead man. 

[ Lead ws not into temptation: | 
feeingLord that I am brought 
© into temptation, help meLord 


* that I may eſcape:the enemy -. .*:- 


* hath overcome,help me, 1 be- 
© feech thee, to overcome this 
«cruel Tyrant, | 
Theſe things he ſpake with a 
mou:rn{ul yaice,the tears tricks 
ling down abundantlycand ex- 
prefling ſuchaffeftions and paſ- 
{ion , as turned the bowels of 
thoſe there prefent, with griet 
and compunctioh : they then 
eurninz to Sprra, ſaid: You 
D 3 know 


a 
Fl 
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1 " know that none can call Chrif 
BI  Feſus theLord,but by the holy | © 
y Ghoſt : you muſt therefore 
ih think of your {elf according to 
that ſoft affe&tion, which you 
expreſle i in your prayers, infer- 
ring thereby tharGod hath nor 
wholly caſt you off, or bercav- 
ed you of his Spirit uttcrly, 
©] perceive (ſaid Spira)tharT |. 
©cal on him to my eternal dam- 
l; *nation:for I tell you agataiit is 
| P/6.209- fe * anew and unheard of exam- |, | 
t © plethat you finde inme: If 
Fudas (ſaid they ) had bur out- 
nou his dates, which by nature 
he might have done : lie might 
have repented, and Chriſt , 
would bave received him to |? 
mercy : and yet he finned moſt 
gricvoully againſt his Maſter , 
which Gid ſo eſteem of him, as 
to honor him with the Dignity 
ofan Apoltle,and did ——_— 
| al 
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and feed him - Hee anſwered , 
© Chriſt did alſo feed and ho- 
© nour me , neither yet is my 
* fault one jot leſs than that of 
his; becauſe 1t is not more 
© honour to. be perſonally pre- 
ſent with Chriſt in the fleſh , 
5 chanto be in his preſence now 
© by illumination of his Holy 
© Spirit-anG beltdes,[ deny that 


* ever Fadas could have repen-. 
© red, now long {oever hee had- 


(livedsfor grace was quite ta- 
eken from him, as it is now 
*from me, 


O Spira (ſaid they)you know: 


you are in aSpiritual deſertion, 


you muſt therefore not believe 
what Satan ſuggeſts ; hee was: 


ever aLiar from the beginning, 
and a meer impoſtor, and will 
caſt a thouſand lying fancies 
into your mingto beguile you 
vwithal; you muſt rather be- 
D 2 leve 
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lieve thoſe whom you judge 
to be ina good eſtate,and n.ore 
able to diſcern of you than 
your {elt - believe us, and wee 
tel you that God wili be mer- 
Citul unto you, 

_ ©O here is the knot(faid Spz- 
© za) I would I could believe, 
© but I cannot, 

Then he began to reckon up 
what fearful dreams and vifſt- 
ons tie was continuallytronbled 
withal; that he ſaw the Devils 
come flocking into his cham- 
ber, and about his bed terrify- 
ing him with ſtrange noltſes , 
that theſe were not tancies,but 
that he ſaw them as really, as 
the ſtanders by : and that be- 
fides theſe outward terrors, he 
felt continually a racking tor- 
ture of his minde, and a conti- 
nual butchery of .-his Conſci- 


. Ence, being the very proper 


Pangs 


eſt ate of Francis Spira, 


pangs of the damned wights 
in Hell, 

Caſt away theſe fancies (ſaid 
Gribauldus) theſe are but 1]- 


lufions ; humble your ſelf in 


the preſence of God,and praiſe 
him, © The dead praiſe not 


the Lord (anſered hee) nor P/al. 6. 5 þ,| 


* they that go down into the 
© pit : we that are drowned in 
* deſpairare dead, and already 
© g0ne down into the pit : what 
© Hell can there bee worſe than 
e deſneration g. or what greats 


Ger ptiniſhment © the -gnaw- + - 


(ing worm, unquenchable fire, 
* horror, confuſion, and (which 
* is worſe than all)deſperation 


it felf continually tortures me, 


*and now I count my preſent 


* eſtate worſe , than if my ſoul 


© ( {ſeparated from my body 


* were with Fadas and the reſt. 
* of the damned,and therefore, 


D4 <now 
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* $nowdefire rather to be there,ſſ 
*han thus to live in the body. |; 
One being preſent, repeated|: j 
certain words out of the Pſains: Þþ 
Pal.89.39Tf thy Children forfake my | ; 
Law,and walk not ta my judg- 
ments ; I willviſit their rand. þ 
grefſions with rods, and their Þ;1 
iniquity with ſtripes z never- 
thelefle my loving kindneſle 1 
wil not utterlytaketrom them, 
nor ſuffer my faithfuineſle £0 1 
fa.l:mark this,O Sp:ira, my Co- bh; 
yenant I will not break. e| 
© Theſe promiſes(ſaid $pira)hþ 
© belong onely to the Elect, 
F: * which if tempted, may fall in- 
FEporzg: © £0 fin, butare again litted up, 
ov: 6. © and recovered out : as the 
(P12.37-24 © Prophet ſaith , though he fall, 
| © hee ſhall not bce utterly caſt 
« down, for the Lord uphold- 
© eth him;thereforc Peter could Þ, 
© riſe, for he was Elected, ; but 
© the 


eftate of Francis Spira, 
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rej the reprobates when they fall 
« [fcannot riſe again, as appears 
eds in Cain, Saulzand Fadas : God 
9: deals one way with the Elect, 
1 and another withReprobates, 
8 The next day he prayed with 


i-Jthem in the Latine tongue, and. 


if fthac wich exccilent aftection,as 
r- Jourwardly appeared, Blefledbe 
TYGod (aid Pereerius;) theſe arc 
N, hot ſ1gns of eternal reprobatt- 


O Þin : you muſt not,O Spzza,feek- 
- out the ſecret countels offzods- 


election and reprobation: «for. 
10 man can know, ſo long as 
e lives, whether by his good 


aſt oft his ſoul, 

- | 17 knowall this(quoth Spia) 7 

1 Know the mercies of God are infte 

nite;and do ſurpaſs the ſins of the. 
D 


Eccl. 9r Z#- | | 
vr bad deeds, he be worthy. of vey | 
Gods love Or anger: do you, 
ot know that theProphet Da-- 
id complained that GoJ had. 


5 whole. 
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whole world,and that they are ef- 
fedtual to all that believe but this 
faith, and this hope ts the gift of 
God: O that he would give it me! 
but it is as impoſſible,as 10 drink 
up the Sea at a draught: As {ur 
that of Salomon, zf hee had cvy 
iriea that which 1 feel by wotul 


experience, he world never have 
ſpoken as he did: but thetruth 6, 
never had mortal man ſuch anc 
wiaent experience of Gods an- 
ger and hatred againſt him , as 
have : you that are 1n 4 2004 
eftate;think repentance and fait 


therefore you think it an eaſi 
matter to perſwade a man to bt 
Hewve:the whole need not the Phy 
fittanzand he that is well can ſoon 
give conu(el to ſuch as are all: byt 
thes i the Hell to me my heart 


are called, but few are choſen, 


—_ 


tobe a work of great facility : axd 


hardned,1 cannot believe : many! 


Lipog 


eftate of Francis $ pira, 


ef- — Upon what ground ( faid 
h;xJthey) do you conceive ſo ul an 
of opinion of your ſelfz 
zl] £1 once did know God to be 
nk wy Farher,not onely by crea- 
{er tion, but by regeneration , I 
ol knew him by his beloved 
4/]* Son, the authour and finiſher 
we* of our {alyation:I could pray» 
'to him,and ' hope for pardon 
: * of {ins from him:IT had a taite. 
10'of his ſweetneſs, peace & com-. 
5 JF tort: now contrarily, I know 
0d 'God not as a Father, but as/arv . 
A enemy: what more 2 my heart 
FT. *hares God, and ſeeks to get 
ſqabove him: [ have nothing elfe: b 
eAfco fly to but terrorand deſpair" 
5 Belike you think the (aid 
Mthey) that thoſe who have the 
of wands: and firſt fruits of Gods 
Spirit , May notwithſtanding 
" fall aways 
The Fnazcments of God art a 


gs 
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deep abyſs (ſaid he) wee are ſoon 


a9 drowned if we enter into themghe 
t "that thinks he ftandeth , let bins 
'd x Cor. 19, zake heed left he fall + as for my 
I ***. ſelf, I know 1 am fallea back 

&, and that 1 once did know the 
truth, thoneh it may bee not ſ\ 
| throuz hly: I know not what elſe to 
ak ſay , but that 1 am one of that 
f Plato ” —_ Sheba hath = 

10 tear In PLeces,. 

Say not ſo (anſwered they 
for God may come though « 
the laſt hour; keep hold chere- 
fore at the leaft by hope. 

This ( quoth hee ) ts my caſe, 
Ttell youT cannot, God hath de- 
prived me of bhope,this brings ter- 
ror to my minde, and pines this 
body which now is ſo weak, as it 
cannot perform the ſeveral offices 
thereof: for as the Elef# have the 
z Sperit teſtifying that they are the 
ber 8.16, Sons of God, ſo the Reprobates, e- 
wen 


ira, 


| eate of Francis Sp 


ven while they live, do often feel 

4 worm in” thiir conſcience , 
whereby they are condemned al- 
ready; and therefore as 1 percet- 
ved this wound inflicted on my 
minde and will,1 knew thatT wan- 
td the gifts of ſaving grace, and 
that 1 was utterly undone ; God 
chaſkneth his Children with tem- 1 Coral 
porary aſſuictions, that they may _ 


puniſheth the wicked with blind-** 
neſſe in their under ftandings,and Joh18.4 
hardneſs of heart, and woe bee to 
vch, from whom God takes his 
Holy Spirit. 

Here one rebuked him, and 
told him, hee gave too much 
credit toſenſe, that he was not. 
to believe himlelf, bur rather 
him that was In a good eſtates 
and I teſtifie to you (faid hee) 
that God will be merciful to 
ono py 
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K--: = truth; before he can be able to af- [ti 
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Nay (anſwered he) for becanſe 
1amin ths ll eitate, therefere| 
can 1 belteve nothin but what 15| 1: 
contrary to my ſalvatien © andy 
comfort : but you that are ſo conv. 


fident of your gord eftate, looks 
that.it be true, forit is no [ach] d 


{mall matter to be aſſured of fin-Ph 
cerity:a man had need be exceed-|e 
ing ſironely. grounded in then 


firm [nuch a matter as you now ds:| x 
1t is not the performance of a few | 
entward duties, but a mighty con- 
Sant labor, with all intentica of | © 
heart and affection with fall* 
defire and endeatoenr, continnal- | © 
ly toifet forth Gods Glory: there 
2nuit be neither fear of Legates , | c: 
Tuquiſitors, Priſons,nor any death || b 
whatſoever s many thiuk them* | F 
ſelves happy that are not: ti] v 
not every oxe that ſaith : Lord,| f) 
Lord, that ſhall goto Heaven, | © 
EOS -JhePf + 


= —— 
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They came another day,and 
tound hits with his eyes ſhut , 
2s if hee had been drow2ie and 


very loath ro diſcourſe; at ,.' 
which time there came in ailo a 
kIgrave man from Cztadella,who 


demanded of 'Spzya, if he knew 
him-or not : hee lifting up h13 
eye-iids, and not ſuddenly re- 
membring him , the man ſaid 
to im + 7 am Presbyter Antonee 


| Fonutamia, I was with you at. 


Penice, lome 8, weeks fince : 

* O curled day (ſaid Spira) ! 
*O curled day ! O that I had 
*never gone thither ! would 


* God Þ had thendyed, 


Afterwards came in a Prieſt, 


called, Beinardinus Sardinins , 
bringing with him-a Book of 
Exotciſms, to conjure this:de- 
vil: whom when Sp:ra ſaw , 


ſhaking his head, he faid - 


1 am yetily perfiwaded indeed 


* that 
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*that God hath left me ro the 
-© power of the devil ; but {uch 
© they are, as are not tO bee 
- found in. your Letany : nei- Þ'! 
'#/ *© ther will they be caſt out by FJ? 
__ -* © ſpels. The Prieſt proceeding [#: 
in his intended purpoſe; witha J* 
ſtrange uncouth geſture, and a | 
loud voice,adjured the ip111t to £7 
come int0Spi7a's tongue,and to NY, 
anſiver:Spira deriding his fruic- | 
lefle labour, with a {igh turned J/4 
from him-a Biſhop being there 
preſent,faid to Sp:ra; brother, JP 
God hath put vercue into the JV 
Word and Sacraments:and we Ie 
have uſed the one means, and JW 
finde not that effect, which we J'* 
deſire, thall we try the efficacy. ||! 
of theSacrament* ſurely if you lo 
take it, as a4 true Chriſtian 
ought to receive the body and Pt 
blood of Chriſt, it will prove JL 
a ſoveraign medicine. tor your 
lick ſoul, a tt 
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_ eftate of Francis Spira, 


© This I cannot do (aniwered 
the; for they that have no 
*right to the promiſes, have no 
'r1ght to the ſeals, The Eucha- 


11ſt was appointed onely for Be- 1 Cor.l1s 


lievers - if we hawe not faith, we 53' 
eat and drink Judgement to our 
ſelves: 1 received it about a month 
face, but 1did not well in ſo da» 
ing;for 1 took it by confltraint,and 
ſo 1 took it to my deeper condemns, 
nation, | 

Here Yergzerius began to ime 
portune him earneſtly to be+ 
ware that he did not wiltully 
reſiſt Grace , and put himſelf 
out of Heaven; charging him 
vehemently, by all the love 
that was between them:by the 
love-which he bore to hisChiL 
dren, yea, to his ewn ſoul ; 
that he would ſer himſelf ſert- 
, Jouſly ro return to that Faith 
and Hope , which once he had 
in 
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 dobut repeat , Vergerius ; what 


in the death of Chriſt : with 
many ſuch like words : Spir 
having heard much ot the likeſ 
matter formerly - and being 
ſomewhat moved, faid : roy 


ſhould 1 hope ? why ſhould I be- 
Heve? God hath taken faith from 
me: ſnew me them whither' 1 ſhall 
£0, ſhew me a Haven wheretd 
1 fhall retire, Tow tell mee 0 
Goas mercy, when as God hath 
caſt me off; you tell me of Chriſts 
interceſſion , 1 have denyed him; 
you command me to believe, 1 ſay 
F cannot : you brivg me no com- 
fort ; your command is as 1nrp«ſ- 
ſeble for me to obey, as to keep the 
Moral Law : if you ſhould per- 
wade one to Tove God, with all 

his heart, ſol and flirexeth : and 
God gives him not the power, can| le 
he perform your deſire? Doth moth m 
the Charch teach us to ſive , Di-| b 
rect 


© _ 


ff. 


a 2 4 
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rect us O Lord to love thy Com- 
mandments : hypocrites ſay that 
they loue God with al thiir heart, 
but they lye: for my part 1will 
not tye, but tell you plainly, ſuch 
i my caſe, that thouzh you ſhould 
ſrever ſo much importune mee to 
hope or believe,though 1 dcfire it, 
yet I cannot: for God as a puniſh- 
ment of my wickedneſs, hath t4- 
ken away from me all his ſaving 
eraces4faith,hope, and all : 1 ans 
vot the man therefore that you 
take we for:belike you think 1 de- 
leht in thes eftate; If Iconld 
conceive but the leaſt - ſparke of 
hope of a bettes "eſtate hereafter , 
I would not refuſe -to endure the 
moſt heawy weight of the wrath 
of that great God, yea, for twenty 
thouſand years, ſo that L might at 
[length attain. to the end of that 
ot] miſery, which 1 now know wil: 
j-| bee eternal : But 1 tell you , my 
7 wil 


A relation of the fearful | 


leb. 6 


will 75 wounded : who longs mort 
to believe than 1 do ? but all tht 
grennd-work of my hope & quit 
gonesfor if the teſtimonies of ho- 


ly Scripture be true, (as they artl 
20ſt certainly true) is not this az 


true : whoſuever denies me beforty 


men, him (faith Chriſt) will! 


08A 


deny before my Father which is 18 A 


Heaves ? Is not this properly my 
cafe, as if it had\purpoſely been 


Intended againſt this very perſon 


of mine ? eAnd I pray you, what 
ſhall become of ſuch as. Chriſt de- 
nieth, ſeeing there is no other 
Name nuder Heaven whereby you 
look to bee ſaved? What ſaith 
Saint Paul tothe Hebrews ? 7t 
is 1mpiſſible for thoſe who were 
once enlightned and havetafted 
of the Heavenly Gift , and were 
made partakers of theHoly Ghoſt, 
if they fall away, to be renewed 
7p repentance: what can be more 


plain 
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of Francis Spir 


lain againſt mee Is not that 
cripture alſo; if wee fin wilful- Heb.io.hs 
1 after wee have receive the 
nowledze of the truth, there ve- 
marneth no more Sacrifice for ſin, 
ta certain looking for of Fudge- 
ment : the Scriptnre ſpeaks of 


1 j1Þ'* » Saint Paul meets me; Saint 


"oY 
8 


eal, 


0} 


C 


eter tells met had been better 1 pere,,t 
wy had ot known the way of 

Reg hteouſntphan after 1 have 
nown”, to turn from the Holy 
ommanaement : It had been 
_etter 1 had not knewn , and yet 


ben 2) condempuation had ben 


0% 


moſt certain : do you net ſee 
1p poidently, that 1 have wilfally 


74 (enyed the known truth; I way 
yeln/Hy expert not only damnation, 
, 484 worſe if worſe may bee ima- 


re Þ 


F 


ined, God will have me nnder- 
2 [eo the juft puniſhment of wy ſin , 
1 [and make me an example of his 
o [wrath for your ſakes, 
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was not. frenzy or madneſſe 


The company preſent adj ©! 
mired his diſcourſe, fo grie 
youſly accuſing himſelf ot hi 
fore-palt lite ; to gravely an 
wiſely Gilating concerning th 
Judgements of God, that the 
then were convinced, that! 


that had poſleſled him;and be 
Ing as 1t were, In admiration 0 
his eſtate , Spira proceeded 0 
again'in this manner : © Tak 
© heed to your ſelves, it isn 
*light or eafte matter ro bee 
© Chriſtian, it is not Baptiſm 
* or reading of the Scriptures 
© orboaſting of faith in Chriſt 
© (though even theſe are good 
«that can prove one to bee a 
*abſolure Chriſtian: you know 
*what I faid before, there 
© muſt bee a confor mity 10 lifes] 
© Chriſtian muſt bee ſtrong, 
, nconqucrable, not carrying]. 
* an 


panen "ng mw OE TS CEnINS 


+ By 
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144 an obicure profeſſion, burtre- 
;-f (0lute, exprefling the Image 
of Chiiſt, and holding out 
againſt all oppoſition, to the 
4 Jaſt breath: hee muſt give all 


\efny there are that inatch at the 
of promiſes in the Goſpel, as it 
off they undoubtedly did be- 
klong to them, and yet they 
nq4remain fluggiſh and care- 
-4iefle, and being flattered by 
nfrhe things of this preſent 
cf world, they paſle in their 
+ [courſe 1n quietneſſs and {es 
Jfcurity, as if they were the 
.nfonely happy men; whom 
wo nevertheleſle the Lord in Jus . 
Providence hath Ordained, 
to eternal wrath s as you +8 $4 
,, "may ſee In Saint Zukes Rich Luke 166 [4 
ol Man-: Thus it was with mee, 
nl -- < there 
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"phews s$, and offered him ſome 
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Then came one of his Ne-l/ 


C7 


{uſtenance, which hee diſdain« / 


fully refuſing, {ſo moved tht 
young mans choller , that hee 
charged him with Hipocriſieſ: : 
and Diflimwlation, or Frenzie;ſ. 
to whomSprra gravely anſiver-f 
ing; faid : 

You may interpret the matter 
as you will : but 1 am ſure, 1am 
ot oxely the CA tor but the Ar- : 
gument and matter of the Traze/ : 
dy, 1 wonldtt were Frenzy eithe 
fained,or true, for if it were fat 
ned, 1 could put it off at pleaſure þ 
if it were a real frenzy, yet therd. 
were ſome hope left of Gods mer] 
cy, whereas now there is none: 
for 1 know that God hath pro pe 
nounced me an exemyand guilty, 
of high treaſon againſt his Ms 


jefty; I am a caſt-away 2 # re 
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| embling and ' frencies aud can 
Eock at the formidable example 
* f the bed Wrath of God, that 
Wh» 2each yon fear and terror: 
24 3t is natnral tothe fl:ſh,either 


Il roof of the works of God < 
oY The wathral W706 arſcer ueth 39t 
ML things that are of God, be- 
unſe they ereſniritually diſceri#d, 
How can this bee (fatd G77 


\ oo1dss ) that you can thus ex=" 
_Fcllently {courſe of the judg- | 


; Pars of God, and of the ora- 
55 Ot his Holy Spirit,thar you 
inde the want of them , 'and 
kirneſftly deſire them; and yet 
ſou thir i you are utterly Ge 
Þ:1ved of them? 

T ake this for certain( fat 7; 15 he) 
IV wart the min grace of cl!, and 


a 


La 
[ that which ts , ibſols: Cy peceſſary, 5 \ 


1d God avth mary t1 17205 ex VI C7 
F, . 29ſt 


{ wrath: . yet dare) vow Call it FX 


1 of malice or ignorance,toſpeak 
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" moſt true and ſtrange zeftimonies 260 


. he had betrayed bis HMaſter, WAS 
eonftrained to confefs his fin and 
' 80jnſtifie the innocency of Chriſt; 


of hu majeſty, juſtice, and mercy, 
yea,out of the mouths of Very re- 
probates : for even JuGas, after 


and therefore if 1 do the like, it 
i 220 new or ſtrange matter : God 
hath taken faith from megzand left 
me other common gifts, for my 
deeper condemnation : By hiw 
much the more 1 remember what 
1 had,avd bear others diſconr(e of 
what they bave, by ſo mach the 
mere 15 my torment , in that 1 
know what 1 want.,and how there 
& noway to be relicrved, 

Thus ſpake he, the tears all 
the while trickliag down; 
profeſiing that his pangs were 
{uch, as that the damned 
wights in Hell cndure not che 
like miſery; that his eſtate was | 

© : mow 


"eſtate of Francis Spira. 


1 , and therefore hee deſired 
odie. Tet behold ({aith he) the 
criptures are accompliſh'd in mes, 


they ſhall defere to aye, and death 


iti fly from them: And verily, 


eſeemed exceedingly to fear, 
caſt his lite ſhonld bee drawn 
put to a longer thred : and 
inding no eaſe or reſt,ever and 
mon, cried. out , O miſerable 
retch, O miſerable wretch: then 
urning to the Company, 
e beſought them in this man- 
II's | 

O Brethren | take 4 diligent 
ted to your life, make more ac- 
uunt of the gifts of Gods Spirtt 
han 1 have done, leara to beware 
1 my miſery think not you are af- 
wed Chriſtians, becauſe you un- 
ierſland ſomething of the Goſpel; 


ake heed you grow not ſecure on 


1/41 ground; be conftant andim- 


E 3 © moveable 


worſe than that of Cary or Fu- 


72 A Relation of 17e fea iN 
moveable in the main; frergzicel © 
your prof cſſi0n : Confeſs een ul © 
#2! ' aath, if you t VE celled there IL 
He thit\] ow _ ns M9ther i 
Brathe dy > ': $075, _— [ 1; 
ke 137 ;, 10: 2s, f a#ds, more ti 


Che, 7, us _ worthy o BE FY 
Thele word 5 (ſaid they} c / 
not iound |! kÞ> rhe WOrGs oth 9? 
vicked Rep: pbate, | ” 
1 a 0 but þ:3re1n 7abraituare (Aa 4 
Spra) abc. ich Glation.-an th " 
Gofpcl wha iourh intiefyet w bal 
carefall wat his. Brethren Fo ow 
rot com? 39 that place of tormeill © 
LIE 7 (ay. fo. Jos Brethrcs, tal = 
heed of this. miſerable eſt: q 
whe > ra | ® 


x 93 y 
| LnNen turning himſelf to CCl | 


2ain young men that were p! 
ſent » he deſired them to >conſ* 
:cejve him arig ht. 4 as 724. ſped 
2h; to acroeatefrom the certaing 
-of jowiay faith, and the. prom Ne ou 
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i A CA rn. Sr 


of the Goſpel , for they are moſt 
ſure ; but take heed of relyzng on 
that faith that works not a holy& 
#nblameable life, worthy of a be- 
liever;credit me it will fail;lhave 
tried it: I preſumed I had gotten 


of the 112bt faith: 1 preached it to 


' 


OL 


vt 


| others,1 bad all places of Scripture 


in-mematy that might ſupport it : 
I thought my ſelf ſure, and 1# the 


mean time living impionſly, aud 


6 careleſly; behold, now the-juage- 


ments of Ged have overtaken me: 


| 220t to correction,bat tocondemna- 


is 
4 
? 
da 
ſo) 
9 
+* 
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A 


t10n: And new you would have me 


þ . k . : 
to believe, but-it will not be, for 4 


felt too late, that good things be- 
long only ts (uch as are good,whoſe 
fins are covered withChriſtsdeath 
and blood, as with a wail, and 


] guarded with his righteous merits 
,|from the flood of Gods wrath,e ven 


14 with a mighty wall, leaſt miſe- 
"| rable mortals ſhould be ſwallowed 


E 3 ap - 


A nelation of the fearfnl 


np with evcetinifſe of their ſixs: 
But as for me , 1 have as it were 
wilfully with mine hands pulled 
- down this Rampire;behind which 
1might have refed in ſafety;aui 
22ow are the ſwelling waters come 
"even to my-ſoul , and 1 am cas 
AWAY» | 
- One of his familiar ſrends 
cranced to tiy, Thaticertainly 
:he was overcome with melan- 
cholly; which being” over- 
heardy;Spraantwered. 
well, bee tt foſeerng you will 
"weeds have it ſos, thus alſo i 
'Gods wrath manifeſtica egatnit 
mein that he hath taken frem mn 
the uſe of mize Underftanaine & 
Reaſon,ſo as I canneither rightly 
eſteem and judge. of my atſlempcr 


or hope. of remcay : you ſee Bree 


thren what a dangerous thing it 
z5,to ſtop orſtay in things thatcon- 
cern 04s Glory; eſpectally to aij- 

R_ / C777 bis 


 efta te of Francis Spira, 


wn LT. 


{emble 2pon any terms * What a 
fearf ulthing 1514 10 be mar and 
aimoſt a Chriftian 9 Never was 

the like example to this of mine : 

ard therefore if you bee wiſe, yeu 
wil ſrionſy confider thereof. O 
that Gas {  wonld tet loofe his hand 


frem 9%: «th at it were with mie” 


pew , 4s ia treats pat, 1 would 
C07 a the torcats of the mc {f C7 145 
el Tyrantsghe0 x torments with in- 
vincible reſolutioe ,. and Glory in 
the outward.profe(] ion-of Chriſt , 
id 1.were choaked 11 MP 4 
ind - my _— £0 mt: 
A ſhes, | 
You ſay you are deſperats, 
O Spira Aid they) why then 
cd you' not ſtrive with fore 
weapon or other, violently£© 
make an end of' your lite, as 


d<tperate men uſe to do ?- Let. 


me have'a Sword ( {aid-Spira. 


Why what world you do with 


It, 


EY 


It (quoth they) . 7 cannot tel 
you(laid hee) what this minat 
would move mee to upan occaſion, 
nor what I would av. 


of all this their labour, but ra- 
'ther that he grew worſe : For 
the avoiding of concourſe of 
people; tor every day ſeldom 
tewer then twenty continued 
with him, . and to ſtop the 
courſe of fame, which was 
continually blown abroad of 
him; they conſult to carry him 
back again into. his own Coun- 
-.trey ; and thoſe his . friends 
that came to- comfort him, be- 
gan to take their leaves of him: 
Vergerius amonglt the reſt, re- 
quired that at their parting 
they might pray together with 
him: Spira hardly conſented, 
and as unwillingly performed : 
For hee ſaid My beart 4 
ff eſtranged 


£ 


— 


A retatron of the fearful 2 


They perceiving ſmall effed 


CO i OO pr 
_ — —— — 


—_— 


eftate of Francis Spira, 


7 


_ 
V 
— 
———_lul 


efiranzed fr0732 God, I caunit 
coll him Father from my heart ; 
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Ieave of him, whom: Spire ent 
brecing, ſaid © 4/thought know 
hat nothins « $8 bring any bencr 
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every: thing ſhall tend tomy deeps 


ervonderenation : yet 1 give yous 


moft vearty thanks for your kind. 


office. of love and good will ; 
wind the. Lord: return it. unto 
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4 relation of the f arful 


down to his intended journey , 
by the way looking round 
abour him with a ghaſtly look 
he ſaw a knife lying on a table, 
to which hee running haſtily , 
| ſnatched hold of, as intending 
to miſchief. himſelf; bur his 
iriends laying hold of him, 
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ſtopped him in his purpoſe : Þ 


whe: eupon with indignation 
hee ſaid, 7 would 1 were above 
God,” for I know.he will have no 
Wercy on me. | 
Thus went he homewards;, 
often ſaying that hee envyed 
the condition of Cain and Fu- 
aas : He lay about eight weeks 
in this 'caſe, in a continual 
burning, neither deſiring, nor 
receiving - any. thing bur by 
force, and that without diſge- 
ſtion, ſo ſpent, that hee ap- 
peared a perfe&t Anatomie: 
expreſſing to. the is 
ut 


eſtate of Francis Spira, 


— þut ſinews and bones - vehe- 
ently raging for drink : ever 
ining,yer fearful to live long: 
readful of Hell, yer covering 
eath - ina continual torment, 

et his own tormentour : and 
thus conſuming himſelf with 
rrief and horror , impatience 
nd deſpair, like a living man 
n Hell: hee repreſented an 
xtraordinary example of the 
Juſtice and Power of God. 

And thus (as far as appearethY 
- Ivithin a few cates after his 
J arrival at his own home , hee 
deparred this preſent life : Yet 
an occaſion to make us rememe 
ber, That ſecret things belong 
wnto ; the Lord our God : but cha- 
rity to man, to teach him to 
hope all things, 
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